
Statement of Purpose and Motivation    Due: Week 5 (February 15-21) 
 
Your statement of purpose and motivation will be two single-spaced pages in length. The 
statement will be the basis of our conference conversation about your writing project, and will 
prepare for the research-intensive phase of the course that will conclude with the first version of 
your essay due Week eight before Spring Break. 
 
Here are some questions to answer in your statement: 
 

• What are you planning to investigate? 
• How has the book you read determined your area of interest? 
• Do you have one or more questions you hope to answer in your research? 
• What is motivating your inquiry? 

 
The statement of purpose and motivation is the first formal stage in your major writing project for  
this course. Here is a brief outline of the process: 
 
Getting Started: Your work in the remainder of this course will be organized around the 
development of a semester-long writing project that will move you, and your reader, from a 
simple to a more complex view of your subject. Once you have settled on an area of interest, you 
will set out to learn as much as you can. Based upon your research, you will then need to figure 
out what you want to say about what you have learned. 
 
Staking a Claim: How does what we know about this subject help us better understand the 
fullness and complexity of our place in the world? The answer to this question will provide you 
with a provisional claim, a statement that summarizes your position, and makes that position 
evident to your readers.  
 
Moving from the Simple to the Complex: As you develop a working knowledge of your subject 
you will find it necessary to move from a simple to a complex claim. The semester-long writing 
project is based in the idea that any extended process of inquiry will require us to continually 
develop and refine one’s position. You will support your position with examples and evidence 
while making your argument accessible (understandable) to others (your audience). What you 
have learned should matter to your audience. Why care about this subject? How does your 
perspective offer us a fuller understanding of ourselves, and our world?  
 
Engaging a Reader: Moving a reader from a simple to a more complex understanding of your 
subject will require you to get a reader interested in your perspective. A reader is going to ask, at 
some point, “so what?” Why is it important for me to see the world in this way?  
	  


