
First Version of Essay      Due: Week 8 March 8-14  
   
Thursday (Section 04) /Friday (Section 31): Due: Version 1 of Essay. Please submit the essay, the 
two research installments, and the Statement of Purpose and Motivation. You will also be signing 
up for post-break conferences 
  
Here are the guidelines for the first version of your essay: 

• Your essay will most likely be about ten pages in length, not including the Works Cited 
page. Don’t worry if it is a couple of pages more or less;  

 
• In the first version of your essay you will include sentences (in boldface type) that 

explain what you are doing (or trying to do), where you are having trouble, where you 
might need to do more research. This meta-commentary will appear in your text and will 
be useful for me as I prepare to meet with you in an individual conference next week.  

 
Here are some examples of the kinds of explanations you might include: 

• I like my title. What do you think? I tried to use a more descriptive title but I like 
this one the best so far. It may change when I read the books I have not read 
carefully yet. 

 
• This is where my introduction ends. Can I have two paragraphs before my claim? 

 
• My statement of purpose is still mostly a description of the findings or scientific 

consensus on the magnitude of biodiversity loss since 1950. Should I be referring to 
E.O. Wilson’s online Encyclopedia of Life database in this paragraph?  

 
• This paragraph is where I am trying to bring in the counterargument. My question: 

is two sources enough? 
 

• In my research I have found a lot of information and discussion of the biophilia 
hypothesis. But I have not included it in the paper. This hypothesis interests me. I 
read a book of essays that responds to the book written by E.O. Wilson. Should I 
include this information? Where should I include it?  

 
• Is this the correct format for a block quotation? I have worked hard on the 

introductory or signal phrase introducing the quotation. And I have offered my 
commentary on the language I am including in the block. What do you think? 

 
• This paragraph is mostly paraphrased from the psychologist Oliver Sacks, but I also 

read about similar findings in an article that he cited in his book. Should I include 
the page numbers? How do I show that Sacks is citing an earlier case study? 

 
• How do I use dashes? Is this right? I like how writers use dashes but I am not sure. 

 
• I’m still working on the conclusion. Here are two ways to bring my paper to an end.   

 
• This citation on the Works Cited page has a primary author and five co-authors. 

How do I cite this kind of an essay? Also, what exactly do I do when I am including 
more than one work by the same author and one of them is a co-edited book? 

	  


